
The Donald C. Flesche Visiting Scholars and Lectureship Endowment will

help ensure that the conversations among learners on campus include

the very best scholars in the world.

A number of former students of the professor emeritus of political

science joined with other members of the Kalamazoo College

community and, under the leadership of Alan Nesburg ’69, launched an

initiative to pay tribute to one of Kalamazoo College’s finest teachers and

citizens.

In late 2005 the initial threshold of $100,000 was raised to launch

the endowment.

“The most important resource of any institution of higher

education is its faculty,” says Provost Gregory Mahler. “It is the faculty

who shape the institution’s academic offerings, inspire students, guide

their intellectual growth, serve as role models, and help students mature

as scholars and valuable members of society.

“Our students must have the

opportunity to be exposed to

complex questions and challenges in

a setting that will permit full

discussion and analysis. The Donald

C. Flesche Visiting Scholars and

Lecturers Endowment will make a

significant and ongoing contribution

to this imperative.”

Dr. Flesche sponsored several

visiting lecturers during his teaching

career at “K.” Foremost among them

was nationally syndicated political

journalist David Broder.

“David has known personally all

the presidents since Roosevelt,” says

Flesche. “In one of his class sessions

he talked openly about the styles of

the different presidents. This was

one of the most phenomenal

experiences of my life as a teacher.

David’s statements and insights

carried over to other classes I taught

in later years. Every student who

was on campus during his visit was

affected by David’s presence.” After

the visit, Broder helped students

with networking opportunities and

welcomed them into the newsroom

at the Washington Post.

Kalamazoo College thanks all who contributed to the Donald C.

Flesche Visiting Scholars and Lecturers Endowment and welcomes

additional gifts to augment its ability to bring renowned lecturers to

campus. If you wish to honor Dr. Flesche by making a gift or pledge to

this endowment, please visit the College’s web page at www.kzoo.edu.

Select “Giving to K” and then “Special Initiatives.”
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In addition to his
outstanding work as a
professor of political
science, Dr. Flesche
served for many years
as the announcer at
countless College
athletic events. He was
the “Voice of the
Hornets” for football,
basketball, soccer,
tennis, and many other
sports.
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A Fellowship of Learning:
At Home in the World

The Yang and Yin
of Leap and Grin

Michael Finkler ’91 used a slide of salamander
hatchlings when he presented his amphibian
research during last fall’s “Just For Grins”
scientific symposium. That meeting honored

professor Paul Sotherland’s 20 years of service at
Kalamazoo College. The picture suggests a

symbolic yang-yin appropriate for Paul’s pedagogy,
which combines grins and exploration into an

educational wholeness that, like a circle, never ends. For
more on this remarkable teacher, and the remarkable

symposium his former students created to honor him, see page 8.




